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ABSTRACT 
 Ancient history of India reflects that the people 
living in the geographical tract of present Odisha had a 
unique Identity in the world. The Odia language has 
played a significant role in establishing the uniqueness of 
the people of this land. In the 12th century AD 
‘Chodagangadev’ the king of Eastern-Ganga family has 
laid the foundation of modern Odisha by uniting all the 
territories into one in the name of “Sakalatkola” and 
made the Odia language the dominant speech of Odisha. 
In 15th century ‘Kapilendradev’ used the word ‘Odisha’ 
and introduced ‘Odia’ as the Official Language of state 
administration. This resulted in the development Odia 
Language, literature and culture in a Sanskrit dominated 
society which established the identity of a race. It was 
jeopardised in the 16th century AD as a result of foreign 
aggression. The attempt of British-India administration 
in 19th century to withdraw the vernacular language from 
schools and administration for which the people of 
Odisha resorted to organised protest, kwon as Language 
Movement in the 19th century and could restore the same 
in the first half of 20th century AD. The objective of this 
paper is to discuss about the historiography of “Odia 
Identity” on language basis which has been initiated in 
the 10th century AD and took a concrete shape in the 15th 
century AD and after some turmoil how it was restored 
in 1936 with the formation of separate Odisha State.This 
paper is prepared on the basis of secondary data 
following descriptive method. 
Key Words: Odia Identity, Odia Language, 
Language movement, Vernacular Language, 
Odisha State. 
Introduction 
 The geographical land Odisha, the Odia 
people, the Odia Language, the Odia Culture what 
we have today are the contributions of our 
ancestors. The Odia Language and Culture have 
united the people of this land previously segregated 
as Odra, Utkala, Kalinga, Kongada and Kosala. 
The Odia language in the process of evolution took 
its concrete form in 10th century AD as stated by 
Prof.K.B.Tripathy, Prof.Banshidhar Mohanty and 
others and during that period the ‘Somavamsi’ 
rulers united all the independent kingdoms 
politically and culturally into one. The political 
changes foster the growth of a common language in 
Odisha- “the Odia Language”. In the 13th and 14th 
century AD the Imperial Ganga rulers laid the 
foundation of modern Odisha by uniting all the 
territories into one in the name of “Sakalatkola” 
and made the Odia language the dominant speech 
in this land. In 15th century AD ‘Kapilendradev’ 
used the word Odisha and introduced Odia as the 
Official Language.  This encourage Adikabi Sarala 
Das  to compose  monumental work “Odia 
Mahabharata” , Atibadi Jagannath Das for “Odia 
Bhagabata”  and Balaram Das for “Ramayana” 
which enriched the Odia 
Language,literature,culture and established the 
identity of a race through their practices of Socio-
polity-economy-culture basis . In 1568 Sulaiman 
Karrani invaded Odisha and jeopardised the 
political and cultural autonomy of Odia people. 
Later on the Mughals, Marathas and finally the 
English people in 1803 dragged the Odia Identity 
in to Oblivion by following the divide and rule 
policy. 
As a protest to the loss of Identity and 
autonomy Jai Rajguru became the first martyr of 
Orissa for the cause of the motherland. With the 
advent of Printing press in 1838, the printing of 
Odia books and periodicals contributed a lot in 
reinforcing linguistic and cultural bonds amongst 
the Odia people and facilitated the restoration of 
Odia Identity. Various organisations like “Utkala 
Bhasa Unnati Bidhayini Sabha”,”Ganjam 
Hitabadini Sabha” , “Orissa Association”, “Utkala 
Sammilani” etc and vernacular news papers like 
“Utkal Dipika”, “Asha”, “Sambalpur Hiteisini”, 
“Prajabandhu” etc played a very  important role to 
protest against the British Education Policy . Due 
to organised protest, the Odia people could achieve 
success to restore “Odia” as the official language 
and their identity in uniting all Odia speaking 
people in to one i.e Odisha in 1936.  
1-Historical Perspective of Odia Identity 
1.1-Odia Identity before 15th Century AD 
  Present day “Odisha” has its roots in the 
ancient Odra,Utkala,Kalinga and Kosala kingdom 
flourished independently in the same geographical 
area what  we the “Odia People” have inherited 
from our ancestors. The archaeological evidences 
of Palaeolithic period have been discovered from 
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places like 
Sisupalgarh,Jaugarh,Kudabaga,Kaliakata, 
Ramla,Udayagigiri,Baidipur, Sanakerjang, 
Asurgarh etcs drawing the inference that our 
ancestors were living in this land . There is lack of 
recorded history about their identity, language and 
culture. The people of this land were politically un-
organised and culturally primitive up to the 
establishment of Somavamsis rule.   The 
Somavamsis rulers spread the culture of Shaivism 
by erecting beautiful temples all over Odisha and 
score more political mileage to unite Orissa under 
single administration which laid the foundation of 
Odia Identity. In this connection notable historian 
Prof. K .C .Panigrahi has said:- 
“Up to the Ninth-tenth century AD what is now 
known as Orissa consisted of three political and 
cultural units known as Kosala, Utkala and 
Kongoda and these three units were united 
under one rule by the Somavamsis .We have 
seen that Yajati-I occupied Orissa about 931AD 
and Yajati-II was requested by the people and 
ministers of the state to be the king of all these 
three distinct territories. From the reign of 
Yajati-II the capital of the Somavamsi kingdom 
was shifted from Kosala to the coastal region of 
Orissa. These political changes fostered the 
growth of a common language in Orissa. The 
people of the Kosala tract originally spoke a 
language which was akin to the Bhojpuri 
Prakrita, while the language of the coastal strip 
had family affinity with Magadhi. These two 
branches of Prachya Prakrita met and mingled 
in Orissa and formed a new language which 
came to be known as Oriya”.1 . 
Besides the art, architecture and political 
unity another greater aspect of Odia identity the 
Odia Language took its concrete shape in the 10th 
Century AD as a Modern Indo-Aryan Language of 
India. It is noteworthy that the “Charya Gitikas” of 
Buddhist influence were composed during that time 
and most of the poets were belongs to the Odisha. 
According to the accounts of Huien Tsang;-the 
words and language of the Odia people 
(pronunciation) differ from the speech of central 
India. It indicates that the people of this land using 
Magadhi-prakrit or Odra-prakrit was different from 
the language of central India which leads towards 
the uniqueness of Odia language and people.   
After Somavamsis the Imperial Gangas 
established their rule all over the Odisha and gave 
opportunity to the Odia people to enjoy 
independent Identity during 14th & 15th century 
AD.Inspite of the Muslim threat they could keep 
intact the identity of this land. According to 
historian Dr. P.C.Das:- 
“Ganga Kingdom which has the claim to be 
called an empire because of the fact that the 
Ganga rulers succeeded in keeping the vast 
kingdom independent when the Hindu countries 
were falling victims one after another to the 
Muslims and remain intact for such a long 
period.2 . 
This political and cultural unity along with 
the interest of general public towards Odia 
language and literature strengthen the Odia Identity 
during that time. The patronisation of “Shaivism” 
by the then “Somavamsis” rulers influenced the 
people culturally to a such extent that poet like 
‘Matsyendranath’,’Gorakshyanath’  erected the 
monument of famous ‘Nathasahithya’ by 
composing ‘Matsyendragita’, ‘Amarakosa gita’, 
‘Gorekhasamhita’, ‘Sisuveda’etc by keeping Shiva 
in the centre of their story. Besides that the Shaiva-
Sahitya developed to a greater height with the 
‘Kalasa Chautisa’ by Batsa Das, ‘Rudrasudhanidhi’ 
by Narayannanda Abadhutaswami,’ Somanath 
Bratakatha’, ‘Madalapanji’ which are all belongs to 
the 13th to 15th century AD and prior to the great 
pioneer of Odia Identity ‘Adikabi Sarala Das’  as 
supported by Dr.Artaballav Mohanty,Pandit 
Suryanarayan Das,Dr. K.B.Tripathy and others.3. In 
the words of historian Dr. N.K.Sahu and others- 
“The large mass of the population comprising 
cultivators, traders, businessmen and the 
military personnel began to develop interest and 
love for Oriya language and literature at which 
the kings and the court as well as the orthodox 
priests showed complete apathy and 
indifference”.4  .       
During the Ganga rule in Odisha Sanskrit 
language was patronised but the Odia Language 
has taken its place in the heart of the general public 
which resulted in the formation of Odia Identity on 
the basis of language. In addition to that so many 
inscriptions of Ganga period have been found from 
the different places of Odisha. Though Sanskrit 
was the dominant language of inscriptions effects 
of Odia language have been observed. In this 
context the Inscription of Narasinghadev-II at 
Bhubaneswar engraved in 1429AD is earliest 
inscription in Odia language. The author of the 
History of Odisha by Dr.N.K.Sahu and others said 
that:- 
“The Sonepur stone inscription of the time of 
Bhanudev-I(13th Cen.AD,preserved in 
Sambalpur University museum) clearly 
indicates that during the second half of 13th 
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century AD the Oriya language took a robust 
form and in course of the next century Oriya 
literature developed to a larger extent”.5. 
In the context of Odia Identity under Ganga rule 
Prof.K.C.Panigrahi said:- 
“The Gangas united Orissa politically and 
culturally. The process had started from the 
days of Somavamsis who united the three 
separate regions, then known as Kosala,Utkala 
and Kongaoda into one kingdom which 
facilitate the growth of a homogeneous culture 
and language. The Gangas accelerated this 
process by bringing all these tracts under their 
rule and by furthering the growth of 
homogeneous culture in their kingdom. The 
shrine of Jagannath at Puri which assumed an 
all-India character during their rule became 
great centre of political fusion among the Oriya 
people. The Gangas built the great temples like 
those Jagannath at Puri and of the Sun god at 
Konark and myriads of other smaller temples in 
various cultural centres of Orissa, and these 
shrines became the centres of cultural 
unification. The Ganga rule in Orissa is thus a 
landmark in Orissa history”.6. 
1.2-Odia Identity during 15th &16th Century AD 
  ‘Kapilendradeva’ ousted the last Ganga 
monarch and usurped the throne in 1435 AD. He 
was a great patron of Odia language and culture. 
He inherited the political, cultural, economical and 
linguistic infrastructure erected by Ganga rulers. As 
soon as he occupied the throne he declared 
‘Jagannath’ the state deity and ‘Odia language’ the 
Official language of the state. Out of this he scored 
a good cultural and political mileage.Due to the 
patronisation of Odia language erudite scholar like 
Sarala Das set his pen to compose 
“Mahabharat”,”Bilanka Ramayan”,”Chandipurana” 
“Laxminarayan Bachanika” in the language of the 
common people instead of the Sanskrit. The 
development of Odia literature was the real 
Language Movement of Odisha which is different 
from the 19th century Odia Language restoration 
Movement. By this the then intelligentsia framed 
the Odia Identity by refuting the importance of 
Sanskrit language & literature and influence of the 
priestly class.  Besides that the Jagannath culture, 
Bhakti movement also contributed a lot to the 
formation of Odia Identity. Srichaitanya was so 
popular among the people through his ‘Samkirtana’ 
ad was regarded as the religious leader of 
Panchasakha .Vaishnavism in Orissa had been 
centered round the worship of Jagannath.The cult 
was gaining popularity because of the efforts of 
five Oriya poets Achyutananda Das,Jagannath Das, 
Ananta Das, Yasovanta Das and Balaram Das.The 
five have played a significant role in the 
development of Odia language and literature. The 
popular work “Odia Bhagabata”of Jagannath Das 
and ‘Jagamohan Ramayana’ and ‘Laxmipurana’ of 
Balaram Das became the chief canon in formation 
of Odia Identity. Balaram Das and Jagannath Das 
are two towering figures in the domain of religion 
and literature of that time. The popular works of 
these great masters are to be found in every 
household of Odisha. Jagannatha Das Bhagabat has 
done a great deal to raise the Odias to a high level 
of moral existence. Besides Panchasakha so many 
other litterateurs during that time explore the odia 
language and culture to a higher level that the Odia 
Identity could reached its apex position.   In the 
words of historian Dr.N.K Sahu and others:- 
“The accession of Kapilendradeva in 1435AD 
marks a turning point in the history and culture 
in Orissa. It is not only put an end to the long 
rule of the Gangas extending over a period of 
about one thousand years, but also brought 
about a significant change  in the cultural life of 
the state. From that time onward the Oriya 
language was recognised in place of Sanskrit as 
the official language and Jagannath as the state 
deity”.7. 
 The use of Odia language in 
administration and public instruction encouraged 
the people of Odisha to reach new atmosphere of 
knowledge. The development of Odia language and 
literature challenged the Sanskrit dominance and 
planted the Odia fraternity. 
1.3-Odia Identity during Afghan and Moghuls in 
Odisha  
 After 1568 the Odisha state became an 
apple of discord between the Afghans and 
Moghuls.    In the beginning of 17th century AD 
Odisha became a prey to the Moghuls. The people 
of Odisha lost their political identity but the 
cultural and linguistic developments remain in 
progress. The hard earned identity was jeopardised. 
The people of this land were exploited by the 
foreign rulers economically and politically. During 
this period the great litterateur Abhimanyu 
Samanta Simhara,Banamli Das,Brajanath 
Badajena,Dinakrushna Das,Arakshita 
Das,Gopalakrushna etc enriched the Odia literature 
and kept intact the linguistic movement of Odisha. 
1.4-Odia Identity under British Rule in Odisha  
 Odisha was disintegrated in to several 
regional kingdoms under Bhois, Bhanjas, Chauhans 
and Marathas but failed to restore the political 
unity. The Dewani of Bengal, Bihar and Odisha 
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was acquired by British general Robert Clive from 
Moghul emperor Shah Alam-II after the battle of 
Buxar in August 1765.In the year 1803 East India 
Company signed the Treaty of Deogaon with 
Raghuji Bhonsle and occupied Odisha in a 
piecemeal manner. The company administered 
Odisha by dividing it into three parts in which the 
Southern part was tagged with Madras Presidency, 
the coastal region with Bengal and the western part 
with the Central province. The Odia people became 
linguistic minority group in the Telgu, Bengali and 
Hindi dominated provinces. Their welfare became 
neglected and they lost their hard earned political 
identity. 
  Though the people of Odisha were 
politically disintegrated their language and 
literature was one, their cultural and religious 
practices was one, which leads them towards the 
restoration of political, linguistic and cultural 
Identity.  
2- Odia Identity and Language movement. 
2.1-Language and Identity  
 For the formation of Identity the role of 
Language is most important. The editor of the 
journal ‘Utkala Sahitya’ and the General Secretary 
‘Utkala Sahitaya Samaj’ Biswhwanath Kar in his 
address on the occasion of second annual session  
of the above organisation said that; -  
 ‘’Religion, Polity and language are the three 
important factors for the formation a nation. 
Language is the most important factor which 
creates the network of strong relationships 
amongst the fellow countrymen by spreading 
the message of national importance and future 
plan for the achievement of own Identity’’. 
While working on the language and ethnicity 
theory of Henry Tajfel, H.Giles &P.Johnson stated 
that; “Language is a salient marker of group 
membership and social identity”. Supporting the 
above cause M.Heller in, Language, ethnicity and 
politics in Quebec, 1982, said that “Language may 
symbolize group identity and became emblems of 
that identity, especially when there is contact with 
other groups whose ways of being are different”.  
In addition to that, J.J Gumperz & Cook Gumperz, 
Introduction: Language and the Communication of 
Social Identity said that:- 
“Social Identity and ethnicity are in large part 
established and maintained through language”.  
 The Odia identity established before and 
after 15th century AD justifies the above theories. 
In spite of the patronisation of Sanskrit language by 
the then rulers the Odia language evolved in the 
10th century AD and act as the salient marker of ‘ 
Odia Identity’. The odia language was used by the 
then litterateurs and the emperor ‘Kapilendradev’ 
as the great canon of Odia identity. Later on the 
language movement of 19th century AD also 
followed the same foot print and could restored the 
‘Odia Identity’ in  the first half of 20th century AD. 
2.2-Languge Movement in Odisha 
 In the year 1838 the British administration 
became interested in education in Odisha and 
established English and vernacular schools 
accordingly. The vernacular education received a 
new impetus by the Lord Hardinge resolution of 
11th October 1844 and Woods Despatch of 1854 on 
education. The Lt. Governor George Campbell’s 
scholarship scheme and reformed educational 
administration resulted in a gradual transformation 
of the mental horizon of the people of this land. 
The leading minds of the Odisha began to think of 
social and political changes. The emergence of 
printing press, rise of modern journalism and 
publication of journals in vernacular language 
made conscious the people about their rights, 
duties, glorious history of the past and future 
course of action to restore their identity. Though 
the Odia Identity was lost under the British crown 
during the same time it was the British 
administrative policy which germinates the 
formation of Modern Odisha. In the year 1838 a 
notification was made by the then Secretary of 
Bengal province for the use of vernacular language 
in place of Persian in the court and revenue matter 
of the government since 01-01-1839.It became a 
turning point in the history of language movement 
of Odisha .The establishment of printing press by 
missionaries in 1838 and the writing of books in 
Odia language by Amos Sutton, Biswambhar 
Vidyabhusan, W.C.Lecey made conscious the Odia 
people for education. Due to the encouraging 
words of T.E.Ravenshwa the Cuttack printing Press 
was established by Bichitrananda Das and others. 
This event encouraged the elite class people to take 
the advantage of modern journalism. The 
publication of Utkal Deepika in 1866, Balasore 
Samadbahika in1868 from Utkala Printing Co., 
Sambalpur Hiteisini in 1889 from Jagannathballav 
press at Bamra and so many other journals made 
the Odia people aware about their status under 
British administration. This was actually the 
renaissance in Odisha. According to the theory of 
British Psychologist, Robin Dunbar, (Grooming, 
Gossip and the Evolution of Language, 1996), 
“Language serves the purposes of the individual 
who seeking to make an alliance: It allows you to 
say a great about yourself, your likes and dislikes, 
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the kind of person you are; it also allows you in 
numerous subtle ways something about your 
reliability as an ally or friend”.8. In Odisha the 
newly educated people became aware through their 
vernacular news papers, journals, books, patriotic 
songs, various societies etc and got united for the 
common cause. 
  On the other hand Jean Louis Dessalles 
(2000) on the implications of Dunbar proposal 
stated that the “Fundamental function of human 
language is a political one”. The people of Odisha 
demanded a separate Odisha state instead of ruling 
the same in three parts where the Odia people 
became linguistic minority group in the Telgu, 
Bengali and Hindi dominated provinces. This 
demand was a purely political one by using Odia 
language as the chief canon. From the 
organisational set up of Bhenkateswar Beu, the 
Raja of Katinga to the Utkala Sabha and Utkal 
Sammilani of 1903 was the fighting for endangered 
Odia language and Odia Identity only. The 
resistance movement by Paik rebellion of 1817, the 
protest of Dora Bisoyi and Chakara Bisoyi in 1846, 
the defiance attitude of Somanath Singh, the Raja 
of Angul, the resistance of Veer Surendra Sai, 
Rendo Majhi of Kalahandi, Dharanidhar Bhuyan 
and Ratna Nayak of Keonjhar, Ramakrushna 
Samantasinhar of Jajpur, Birsa Munda and others 
raised their voice against the British administration 
with their valiant attitude and the support of 
general public. As the Britishers lost some of their 
important officials in resistance movement they 
became afraid off and did not respond to the voice 
of this land for the unification of natural Odisha 
formed between 10th to 15th centuries AD. But the 
people of this land were eager about the restoration 
of their identity. In Odisha the language movement 
of 19th and 20th century was organised in five 
phases from 1803-1838, 1839-1870,1871-
1894,1895-1905 and 1906-1936.According to R.N 
Srivastava (Language Movements against Hindi as 
An Official Language) language movement should 
be in an organised manner what is also realised in 
the above five phase of language movement in 
Odisha. He stated that:- 
 “Language movement generally means an 
organised effort of a linguistic community 
either to assert their linguistics identity or to 
established their own language as per with other 
languages in a given social structure”.9. 
 The people of Odisha have resorted to 
movement against their jeopardised language and 
identity. The suppressive measure of British East –
India Company and withdrawal of various Jagirs 
from the Odia peoples by appointing non-Odia 
people provoked the mass to raise their voice. The 
movement organised by Odia people may be 
discussed in the following five phases. 
2.2.1-Language Movement of Odisha: 1803-1838 
  With the advent of Missionaries in 1822 
Odisha got an opportunity for modern education in 
the missionary and English medium Schools. In 
this phase Odia people demanded for the 
introduction of vernacular language and got 
success with the notification Dt.30-01-1838 by 
Frederick James Halliday, Secretary to the Bengal 
Government. In general administration Bengali 
people were appointed and it is observed that up to 
1823 not a single Odia was appointed in any 
important post. Various Jagirs awarded to Odia 
people was withdrawn and non-odia people were 
appointed against the assignment. In a protest to the 
repressive measure the 400 ‘Kandha’ people of 
Ghumusar in Ganjam district proceeded to Khurda 
in 1807 and could challenge the British authority. 
They got the support of Paikas of Khurda and 
killed so many British officials. It was spread to the 
major part of Odisha including Ganjam, Banapur, 
Khurda, Lembai, Ghumusar puri and Cuttack. This 
movement laid the foundation of Paika rebellion 
in1817. According to Balaram Mohanty (Odisha 
Parichaya, 1953, P-41) the movement of 1817 was 
not the Paika Rebelion but a mass movement 
against the British authority for Odia Identity. 
Besides that, Journalism also laid its foundation 
with the publication of hand-written News-Bulletin 
‘Kujibar’ in 1822 by saint Sadhusundar Das of 
Choudwar, Cuttack. The magazine was distributed 
in the weekly markets to create awareness amongst 
the people. This was the best effort of Odia people 
to challenge the British authority. There was no 
organised language movement during this time but 
awareness was there to establish Odia Identity. 
2.2.2-Language Movement of Odisha: 1839-1870 
 With the advent of printing press in 1838, 
the notification of the Secretary, Bengal 
Government for the use of vernacular, 
establishment of modern schools and publication of 
books and journals in Odia language, renaissance 
emerged in Odisha.During this phase the proposal 
of H.Rickets for the use of Hindustani was 
challenged by the then commissioner Gouldsbury 
and favourable recommendations were made. The 
recommendation of G.F.Cockburn in 14th July 1857 
facilitates the educational development of the Odia 
people. According to the report (1857-58) of 
Inspector, E.Rore the ‘Abadhanas’ were dissuading 
people for vernacular education with a plea that 
they will be converted to Christianity and the 
traditional caste system will be endangered 
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(Samantroy, N, History of Odia Literature, P-
76).Due to the apathetic attitude of administration 
like the Mr.Bouring, H.Rickets and lack of interest 
of the general public on religious ground the 
modern education could not progress in the first 
half of 19th century. In spite of hurdles on the way 
the text books written by Amos Sutton, 
Biswambhar Vidyabhusan, W.C.Lecey, J.Philips, 
Bhubanananda Nyayalankar, Bichhanda Charan 
Pattanaik, Jagamohan Lala, Govind Chandra 
Sharma etc partially  fulfils the demands of Odia 
text books. As it was a question to the Odia Identity 
the ‘Cuttack School Book Company’ was 
established in January 1867 to encourage and 
support the writers. The Raja of Dhenkanal, 
Mahendra Bahadur donated Rs.9000/- to 
financially supports this organisation for the noble 
cause.  Though the famine of 1865-66 weakened 
the Odia people beyond imagination, it opened the 
door of progress in modern education, language, 
literature, nationalism and identity. The publication 
of ‘Utkal Deepika’ by the great journalist 
Gourishankar Roy in September 1866 played a 
significant role .When inspector R.L Martin and 
Director W.S.Atkinson have reported on the 
education policy of Odisha to introduce ‘Bengali’ 
in vernacular education, ‘Utkal Deepika’was the 
only journal in which Sri Roy , vehemently 
opposed on 04-01-1868 and practically started the 
Odia Language Movement. Besides that Various 
‘Sabha and Samit’s’ like-‘Utkala Bhasa Unnati 
Bidhaini Sabha’-1866, ‘Utkala Bhasa Uddipani 
Sabha’-1867,  ‘Cuttack Debating Club‘-1868, 
‘Utkala Ullasini Sabha’-1869 were organised for 
the same cause. 
At the other hand the debate of the 
eminent historiographer of Bengal, Rajendralal 
Mitra at Cuttack debating club in December 1868 
and the book ‘Odia Swatantra Bhasa Nahe’of 
Kantichandra Bhattacharya in 1870 refuting the 
existence of Odia language and argument for the 
introduction of Bengali Language, sparked off the 
language agitation in Odisha .This event in 1870 
spread the message of Odia nationalism and laid 
the foundation of a new age of Odia language, 
literature, culture and identity. 10.  
To counter the argument of Rajendralal 
Mitra and Kantichandra Bhatacharya the British 
administrator and linguist John Beams presented a 
research paper titled as “On relation of the Uriya to 
the other Modern Aryan languages” on 04-05-1870 
in the Asiatic Society of Bengal and refuted the 
views of the above. In support of the odia language 
and Odia people he described in his book 
“Comparative Grammar of the Modern Aryan 
Languages of India” that;- 
“But when the case of Oriya comes to be 
considered it must be remembered that it is 
spoken not only by five millions in the 
settled and civilised districts of the sea-
coast, but by an uncounted and widely 
dispersed mass of wild tribes in the vast 
tract of mountains which covers hundreds of 
miles inland and extends as far back as 
Nagpore and as far south as Telengana. In 
these regions, it is rapidly supplanting the 
old non-Aryan dialects and from its having 
absorbed into itself much of the non-Aryan 
elements, it affords far a better medium of 
civilization than Bengali”.11.  
 The sincere effort of T.E.Ravenshaw, 
John Beams petition of Shyamananda Dey of 
Balasore, journalism of Fakirmohan Senapati 
and Gourishankar Roy and appeal of above 
samiti’s became success in the restoration of 
Odia in education and administration. 
2.2.3-Language Movement of Odisha: 1871-1894 
 During this phase the general and 
technical education in Odisha developed to a new 
height.  The Litterateurs like Radhanath Roy, 
Fakirmohan Senapati, Madhusudan Rao, 
Gangadhar Meher, Jaganmohan Lal, Basudev 
Sudhaldev, Bhima Bhoi, Hadu Das, Arakshita Das 
etc enriched the Odia literature in a new direction. 
Odia nationalism was reflected in all the works of 
that time. The great saint poet Bhima Bhoi 
propounded the ‘Scientific Socialism’ theory in his 
works and pleaded for equality, fraternity, women 
empowerment, egalitarian society etc in his works.  
 In addition to that the people of Ganjam in 
Madras presidency congregated at Rasulkonda 
(present Bhajanagar) in September 1870 under the 
leadership of Katinga raja Bhenkateswar Beu to 
protest against the introduction of Telugu in Odia 
speaking tract. Later on the Sabha came to Known 
as ‘Ganjam Hitabadini Sabha’ in 1872 and worked 
for the cause. As a result of which order was passed 
on 04-03-1872 to restore Odia in the administration 
and also Odia was included as a subject in the 
Madras University. But the order was not properly 
carried out by the administration. In this scenario 
‘Utkala Hiteisini Samaj’ was established under the 
leadership of Shyamsundar Rajguru in 1880 to 
organise protest against the injustice done to Odia 
people. A Petition was submitted by the mebers of 
the organisation on 08-03-1890 appealing for the 
use of vernacular in administration. On the same 
date another petition was submitted by the 
Maharaja of Paralakhimedi for the same cause. 
After long protest finally Odia was restored with 
ISSN: 2321-8819 (Online) 2348-7186 (Print) Impact Factor: 1.498 Vol. 8, Issue 5, May, 2020  
24 
Asian Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 8(5) May, 2020 
 
  
  
 
 
 
the notification No.2024, Judicial of Madras govt, 
on 15-12-1890.  
2.2.4-Language Movement of Odisha : 1895-1905 
 These ten years of time was most vital in 
the history of Odia nationalism and identity. The 
notification issued by Sir John Woodburn, the 
Chief Commissioner of Central Province on15-01-
1895 ignites the Odia nationalism to a greater 
height. The areas which were included in the 
Odisha division in 1861 as per the recommendation 
of Henry Rickets in 1855  were again brought back 
to the central province in 1862 and continued up to 
1895 with Odia language in their education and 
administration. But the wrong information 
provided by non-Odia people in administration and 
the report of Inspector General of Police H.Hallet 
Colonel Dt.31-03-1894 and letter of Commissioner 
Chhattisgarh B.Thomas Dt.21-04-1894 to introduce 
Hindi in the Sambalpur division dragged the future 
of  Odia peoples towards a new direction. On the 
basis of these recommendations the Chief 
Commissioner Woodburn decided to introduce 
Hindi in place of Odia. As a measure to this order 
the administration closed 82 numbers of Odia 
primary schools in Sambalpur which broken the 
heart of native peoples. 
 Before the issue of above notification a 
young nationalist Chandrasekhar Behera working 
as a ministerial staff in the secretariat of Central 
Province at Nagpur came to know about this matter 
and as a regards to the motherland and mother 
tongue he immediately left for Sambalpur and 
spread the message amongst the elite class people 
for necessary protest. In quick response a meeting 
was organised under the Chairmanship of Pandit 
Srikrishna Mishra at the “Missionary Book Room” 
Sambalpur, on 13th July 1894. After discussion at 
thread bare a petition  addressing  to the Chief 
Commissioner, Central Province ,Nagpur was 
prepared in which the appeal was:- 
 “The petitioners therefore humbly pray that 
your honour will be pleased to consider the 
resolution I &II and kindly pass orders that 
Uriya language may continue to be the court 
language of the district. But if this concession 
not be allowed Sambalpur may be,it is 
prayed,alienated from the central provinces and 
annexed to Cuttack”.12. 
 After that a series of meetings were 
organised and petitions were prepared to appeal 
before the Chief Commissioner. A meeting was 
convened under the chairmanship of Somanathbabu 
on 13-06-1895 at the Someswar temple of 
Sambalpur in which a memorial addressing to the 
Viceroy Lord Elgin, having 2364 signatories was 
prepared under the guidance of Dharanidhar 
Mishra . In This context Madhusudan Das,the 
chairman of ‘Utkal Sabha’ also  submitted a 
memorial to the same authority on 20th 
June,1895.Besides that about 15 numbers of 
memorials were prepared by the local peoples of 
various locations and sent to the Chief 
Commissioner  within 16-02-1896 to 18-02-
1896.13.This reflects the mass movement of 
Sambalpur people against the injustice done to 
them. In the due course of movement the Census of 
1901 in Sambalpur was shouldered by an Odia 
Officer Baikunthanath Pujari. During this census 
work he relentlessly worked for day and night and 
convinced people for their affinity to the Odia 
language and Identity. This census clearly proved 
the majority of Odia speaking people in the 
Sambalpur division having 5, 95,601 Odia people 
out of the 7, 96,413 total population of Sambalpur. 
Owing to his commendable work in the 1901 
census to save the Odia identity “The Hirakhand” 
journal praised him in the page-71 of 1919 issue.  
 In addition to that, journalism played an 
important role in the making of awareness. The 
weekly journal ‘’Sambalpur Hiteisini” published 
the news on 6th June 1894 and alarmed the people 
to face the challenge before them. In this context 
Dr.Nivedita Mohanty said that:- 
 “This news bulletin was instrumental in 
generating nationalist movement in Sambalpur 
that was to sweep the district with great vigour 
towards the end of the 19th century. 
Dissatisfaction has long been brewing in the 
society and the people now started asking 
seriously the questions-if it was difficult to 
administer an Oriya district in a Hindi-speaking 
province, what stood on the way of transferring 
it to Orissa? Would that be more harmful than 
sacrificing their mothertounge”? 14. 
 As a part of the Sambalpur language 
movement a team comprising four members under 
the leadership of Brajamohan Pattanaik; 
Madanmohan Mishra, Balabhadra Supakar and 
Mahanta Behari Das met the Chief Commissioner, 
A.H.L.Fraser on29th July, 1901 at Nagpur with a 
copy of the memorial submitted to the viceroy on 
29-01-1901 with an appeal that; if it was thought 
impossible to have Oriya as the Language of one 
district in C.P they would preferred to be 
transferred to Orissa”.15. This memorial was 
forwarded to the viceroy on Dt.05.02.1901 with the 
opinion of Chief Commissioner. From this meet the 
team came to know about the official tour of A. 
Fraser to attend the Conference on Education 
policy in India at Shimla and chalk out a plan to 
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meet the Viceroy there in the presence of Fraser 
who was a known face to the team. In the month of 
August a team was formed for the popular journey 
known as “Shimla Yatra” where Sripati Mishra was 
added to the Nagpur team. These five members 
proceeded and after a strenuous journey   reached 
Shimla on 16th September 1901. Though they could 
not met the viceroy, they became able to discussed 
the matter with the Chief Secretary of 
Fraser,H.A.Crump and came to know that, the 
viceroy have already received their memorials 
along with the memorial of ‘Orissa 
Association’,Madubabu’s telegram &supporting 
letter and  decision will be taken on the field visit 
report of A.L.H.Fraser.The team immediately came 
back to the mother land and all the nationalists 
along with Baikunthanath Pujari,Chndrasekhar 
Behera  made aware the people of Sambalpur town 
and villages about their affinity to the Odia 
language and identity. After the conference Fraser 
visited Sambalpur and submitted favourable report 
to the Government of India. In his report he said;- 
“In the course of his (Andrew Fraser) 
observations, he appears to have casually 
suggested that if Uriya was to be the Court 
language of Sambalpur, that district had better 
to be joined to Orissa; and that this might be 
done either by placing Sambalpur under the 
control of the Bengal Government or by 
transferring the Whole of Orissa from Bengal to 
the Central provinces”.16.  
 After this recommendation of Fraser 
notification was issued in 1902 and Odia language 
was restored in the administration and education of 
Sambalpur from January 1903. Mr. Fraser was the 
main architect behind this success. This 
recommendation also planted the seeds of 
administrative reunion of Odisha which gives its 
fruits in the partition of Bengal and the creation of 
Odisha state in 1936.  
 During this phase after the success of 
Sambalpur language movement the minds of 
Ganjam and Odisha division people were ignited as 
a result of which the “The Ganjam Jatiya Samiti” 
was organised in 11th&12th April 1903 under the 
leadership of Harihar Mardaraj the Raja of 
Khallikote and Shyamsundar Rajguru .This Samiti 
also gave birth to the famous ‘Utkal Sammilani’ or 
Utkal Union conference in December 1903.In this 
regard Dr.S.C.Patra said;- 
“This meeting of the ‘Ganjam Jatiya Samiti’ as 
regarded as the first national conference of the 
Oriya people. It gave birth to the famous ‘Utkal 
Sammilani’ or Utkal Union conference which 
hence-onward took up an active role for the 
integration of the Oriya speaking areas”.17.  
 In this year 1903 the book of Sir John 
Grierson “The Linguistic Survey of India” was 
published, the famous ‘Risley Circular’ was 
submitted having letter No.3678,Dt.03.12.1903,and 
the Government of Bengal report submitted to the 
Government of India Dt.06-04-1904, have pleaded 
for the ethnological and political importance of the 
unification of Oriya-speaking tract under one 
administration. In spite of all these 
recommendations due to the apathetic attitude of 
Lord Ampthill and A.L.H.Fraser the demand was 
partially fulfilled in 1905 with the Government of 
India Notification No.2833, Dt.01.09.1905 and it 
became operative in 16.10.1905. It is mention in 
‘The Oriya Movement’ is as;- 
“Lord Ampthill, the officiating Viceroy at 
Calcutta(in the absence of  Lord Curzon) sealed 
the lot of the Oriya race by the resolution of the 
Government of India,No.2491,Dt.19th July 
1905,which abandoned the transfer of Ganjam 
and Vizagpatanam agency to Orissa,though the 
proposed transfer of Sambalpur to the latter was 
approved”.18. 
2.2.5-Language Movement of Odisha: 1906-1936 
 In this phase Madhusudan Das has played 
an important role and engineered the Odia 
movement .The partition of Bengal and the 
injustice to Ganjam and other Oriya-speaking tract 
create discontents amongst the Odia nationalists. 
From 1905 to 1911 meeting of Utkal Union 
Conference was organised at different places of 
Odisha and the resolution was made every year that 
the outlying Odia tracts of Odisha be amalgamated 
with it. Agitation was continued in India 
Government and also before the British Crown in 
England. Odisha gave her evidences before the 
Royal Commission in 1907. In 1909 ‘The Oriya 
Samaj’ of Ganjam appealed before the Governor of 
Madras for the same cause. But as a reform 
measure in the British India Government, on 25th 
August, 1911, Lord Hardinge the Viceroy of India 
suggested the annulment of the partition of Bengal 
and creation of a new Bihar-Odisha province. In 
response to this despatch agitations were conducted 
in India and England and memorial was submitted 
to the viceroy but all were in vain and the Bihar-
Odisha state came into effective from 1st April, 
1912. Viceroy Lord Curzon was against this 
decision and on June, 1912 in the House of Lords 
he said:-“the interest of the Oriyas have been 
sacrificed without compunction”.19.  After 
the constitution of Bihar-Odisha province the 
‘Utkal Union Conference’ strengthened its stand 
and organised so many sessions with greater public 
support. On the other hand the representative in 
Bihar-Odisha council placed the demand for 
separate Odisha province as was earlier suggested 
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by H.G.Cooke, Commissioner of Orissa Division 
on 5th July, 1895,as Sir Stafford Northcote 
proposal in 1868,  as Odisha was reflected in the 
L.S.I Report of Grierson in 1903. For 
administrative reformation Montague-Chelmsford 
committee was appointed in 1917 and the report 
was published in 1919 to which the Odia Journal 
‘Asha’ published from Berhampur has stated the 
dissatisfactions of Odia people. Later on the 
Sachhidananda Sinha proposal was discussed and 
approved in the Imperial Council on 20th Feb.1920 
.This proposal was discussed in the Bihar-Odisha 
Council and was passed with the support of 
majority members. Consequently the Philip-Duff 
commission was constituted in 1924 to take the 
opinion of people according to the 1921 census. 
The commission submitted the report on26.12.1924 
which was in favour of the amalgamation. To 
execute this report pressure was built up by 
Bhubanananda Das and other members of Bihar-
Odisha Assembly. As an administrative reform 
measure a statutory commission popularly known 
as Simon Commission was constituted in 
November 1927 under the chairmanship of John 
Simon. In the Madras session of INC it was 
decided to opposed the commission and ‘Simon Go 
Back’ slogan was raised all over India. But it was a 
golden opportunity to the Odia nationalists and  in 
the banner of ‘Odisha Liberal League’ Brjasundar 
Das,Gopal Chandra Praharaj,Bishwanath 
Mishra,Bhikari Pattanaik ,Laxmidhar 
Mohanty,Rajendra Narayan Bhanjadeo,the Raja of 
Kanika and others welcome them in the Patna 
railway station on 08.02.1928 and submitted the 
demand for separate Odisha.The commission 
submitted its report on 07th June ,1930 with a 
favourable recommendation for Odisha. In 
compliance to the report the ‘Attle Sub-committee’ 
was constituted which gives its report excluding 
Parala and Jeyoore Jamindari from the list of 
Phillip-Duff committee. It was strongly opposed 
and arrangement were made to depute Gajapati Sri 
Krushna Chandra Deo,Maharaja of Parala to attend 
the  Round Table Conference at London in which 
he presented a memorandum on 16.01.1931. 
Accordingly the ‘O, ddonel Committee’ was 
constituted to look into the matter of creation of 
separate state of Odisha.This committee also 
exclude the Parala jamindari from the list .  As a 
matter of resentment the Parala Maharaja, Raja 
Ramachandra Mardaraj and others repsent in the 
third Round Table Conference and presented a 
memorandum where Samuel Hore, Secretaty of 
States for India was declared about the creation of 
separate Odisha state. After that the Parala 
Maharaja had given a proposal on 02-03-1934 to 
the Madras Governor where he divided the Parala 
state into two parts. Though painful at that time this 
sacrifice was more fruitful. Accordingly the draft 
order in Council regarding the constitution of 
separate Province of Orissa, in Reform department 
the draft was prepared vide DO No.F-20/35-G 
Dt.06.04.1935.This draft bill was passed in the 
British parliament on21.01.1936 and got assent of 
the Emperor on03.03.1936 and became an Act with 
effective from 01.04.1936. 
 It was felt by every fellowmen of this 
country that language is the important part of 
nationalism and identity. They fought for the cause 
which resulted in the Language movement of 1870 
in Odisha division, the Sambalpur language 
movement of 1895 –1905 and Ganjam Language 
movement of 1870 onwards. After the spread of 
English education in Odisha in the second half of 
19th century the Oriya people became conscious 
regarding their mother language. During this period 
the Oriyas showed interest for Oriya language and 
culture. Oriya speaking people started political 
movement for the formation of a separate province, 
in which they will able to preserve and develop 
their own language, culture, tradition and heritage.  
The Odia people have taken this matter very 
seriously and presented collected data before the 
British Government that; 
“Neither in territory nor in population would 
the Oriya-speaking tracts be insufficient for 
administration by a Lieutenant-governor-in-
Council. The total area of such a united Orissa 
would be over 89,000 square miles, while the 
total population included in that area would be 
nearly 15 millions”.20. 
 So it was the Odia language which again 
unified the disintegrated people of Odisha in 1936. 
Dr. Santosh Kumar Barik in his article “The Oriya 
Language: Its past, present and future-A General 
survey” quotes that;-“Many external forces 
opposed its continuance and made conspiracies to 
wipe it out. But this language has survived despite 
the conspiracies and criticism which bears ample 
testimony to its inner strength and resilience”.21. 
3.  Conclusion 
  It is observed in the above discussion is 
that Odia Identity have been taken its primitive 
form during the Somavamsis rule in 10th century 
AD along with the evolution of Odia language and 
political unification of natural Odisha.  It derives 
sources from the language, literature, culture, 
traditions history, geographical consciousness and 
religious faiths. The art, culture, traditions, 
language and political unity established between 
10th-15th centuries AD recognise the people of this 
land as the ‘Odia’ and their land as ‘Odisha’. The 
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language movement of Odisha was primarily 
started with Suryavamsi king ‘Kapilendradev’ by 
declaring Odia as the Official language of Odisha. 
The pioneer of this movement was the Adikabi 
Sarala Das the great, who dared to compose his 
popular epic in vernacular language in a Sanskrit 
dominated society.The literary activity in Odia 
language during 15th century AD and the literature 
prior to that was more important than the 
restoration movement of 19th century AD in British 
occupied Odisha. It was only the cultural, linguistic 
and religious unity, which imbibed a spirit amongst 
the Odia people to fight for their Identity lost 
before the foreign powers. After 1936 we are 
declared as Odia people living with the Odia 
identity established by our ancestors. The language 
movement between 1870 -1936 was the only 
weapon for the formation of modern Odisha in 
1936 with the restoration of Odia Identity.The 
above language Movement gave ample opportunity 
to the Odia people to be aware of their glorious 
past and develop a fighting spirit to fight for the 
motherland and mother tongue through modern 
education and journalism. This was a great 
achievement of the odia people what we are 
enjoying as the successors of such worthy 
ancestors. The Odia Language Movement in 19th 
and 20th century justifying the ethnicity theory 
H.Tajfel, salient marker hypothesis of 
H.Gilles&P.Johnson, identity is maintained through 
language of Gumperj, the language and nationalism 
equation of Bishwanath Kar and language 
movement an organising effort by 
R.N.Srivastav.So Odia language was the only 
weapon which unite the natural Odisha and revived 
the Odia Identity. 
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